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It is strange that even after 62 years of India's partition, still a section of leaders belonging to a national party of our country are suffering from confused ideas relating to concept of secularity and role of Mohammed Ali Jinnah - the founding father of Pakistan. If we trace the history of freedom movement of our country, we will find that time and again it had suffered due to communal conflicts between two major constituent of our population, viz. Hindus and Muslims. Hindus are the major constituent of our population. But still there are quite a few minority communities, including the Muslims who constitute about 16 percent of our present Indian population. Unity in diversity and combination of different religion sects and communities characterize the national heritage of our country. India feels proud of it and has lived together for ages with the glory of communal harmony in the Indian sub-continent. But unfortunately, this communal harmony has been disturbed occasionally, rather frequently, during the period of British occupation of our country. It's a historical fact that this communal disharmony was created and fomented by the British imperialist power, who ruled over India for two hundred years through their 'Divide and Rule' policy. But unfortunately, the alien rulers could always found some indigenous agents who helped and aided the divisive policy of the then ruling power. M.A. Jinnah was the last and most powerful leader of the Muslim interests in the Indian sub-continent who succeeded in creating a separate state, out of the main land, consisting of the Muslim-dominated areas. With the active help and support of the British rulers, main land India was divided, creating three separate states, viz. India, Pakistan and East Pakistan (presently renamed as Bangladesh). Under the leadership of Jinnah, the partition was effected on the basis of religion and a Muslim country emerged out of this partition. While India continues to be a secular state, with about 16 percent Muslim population, Pakistan is a predominately a Muslim state as founded by M.A. Jinnah. There was no scope of any secular concept behind this creation of Pakistan, and obviously, M.A. Jinnah can not be a celebrity and champion of secularism as of late being discovered and eulogized by BJP leaders like L.K. Advani and Jaswant Singh. A mere statement of M.A. Jinnah at Pakistan constituent Assembly can not be more important than his activities spread over a decade.


If we recall the turbulent days at the fag end of the British raj in India, we will realize how dreadfully the Muslim League led by M.A. Jinnah and others fought for partition of India and creation of Pakistan. Jinnah succeeded in his mission by inciting communal passion among the Muslim with his infamous warning call --- 'Islam is in danger', which sparked off the great Calcutta riot from 16 August 1946. Thousands of innocent Hindu and Muslim men and women were killed in the riot which created a situation of utter hatred and violence throughout the country, ultimately leading to transfer of power with the partition of India in August 1947. It completely shattered all the possibilities and prospects of post-war uprising that was inspired by the story of Netaji and his INA's heroic struggle for freedom. Student & youth movements, Naval, revolt government employers' strike during the period from November 1945 to July 1946 reached its peak of anti-imperialist struggle. But everything was lost under communal riots and series of bargaining for transfer of power during the crucial one year from 1946 to 1947. Jinnah's dream of Pakistan was fulfilled and the then Congress leaders were no less responsible in joining hands with the Muslim League with the ulterior object of sharing power. The British rulers were in the role of mediators only to hasten the tragic process of partition.


In the midst of such a situation, it is difficult to project men like M.A. Jinnah as a great secular leader. But this is what Jaswant Singh has tried in his recent book - 'Jinnah - India, Partition, Independence'. Obviously, it has sparked off a lot of controversy which ultimately caused Janswant Singh's expulsion from BJP. It is a party which claims itself to be a party with difference, but has never been free from inner contradictions. In 2005, the party Chief L.K. Advani, while visiting Pakistan also eulogized Jinnah as 'secular'. He had to face bitter criticism for his remark and had to offer to step down from party leadership. This time, Jaswant Singh has been expelled from the party which only highlights many other conflicts and contradictions within their party. BJP Parliamentary Board has branded Jaswant Singh's views about Jinnah as 'ideological deviation', but their intolerance of any difference of opinion is also exposed in the matter. With the strong backing and pressure from RSS, the BJP along with its earlier organizational setup under different names has never been free from communal agenda. Hindu-Muslim unity eludes them and takes them far away from reality. Now, by describing Jinnah as a secular leader, as has been attempted by some of its top leaders, the party can not reverse its image, but can only explore its inner contradictions. Communalism is one such menace which has caused a lot of damage to our freedom movement and which still now threatens our peaceful development. The great visionary leader like Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose all along warned his countrymen to keep away from communal passion and urged to build a strong India based on unity of her people irrespective of religion, caste and creed. It is high time, we should discard all sorts of attempts to distort history and confuse the people, as is now being done by some BJP leaders. Let us face the reality and strive for building a strong united socialist India as was dreamt of by Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.
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