Challenge of Environment protection must be seriously addressed

It is hightime that we should concentrate more on positive action plans for environment protection than we only talk and organize seminars on it. It strikes us only because the government has so far failed to give that amount of importance and seriousness to different environment protection authorities at national and state levels so that their action plans, suggestions and recommendations are properly implemented. It was very often seen that many of the Ministries and Departments were not prepared to wait for environmental clearance for their projects and have had the high-browed tendency to ignore the objections whatsoever of the environmental authorities. As such, the credibility of the environmental authorities were at stake. The glaring example of this highhandedness is the infrastructural constructions at the Yamuna river base at Delhi for the forthcoming commonwealth games.


The completely reverse side of this contradiction is no less a matter for serious concern. This is about corruption related with environmental clearance that is being practiced for a long time and this corruption practice has reached such a stage that it amounts to imposing a new form of license raj. We are happy to note that Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has of late realized the gravity of the situation and expressed his concern in the matter. While addressing a first-ever meeting of state environment and forest ministers in New Deli on 19 August 2009, the Prime Minister said the perception that procedures for granting environmental clearances have become a source of corruption, needs to be addressed. He further underlined the need for making the procedures fair and transparent.


Indeed, it is a long-felt need and we have been demanding it consistently. Now that the word comes from the Prime Minister himself, we hope that necessary measures would be taken immediately and at the same time due importance and authority must be given to the environment authorities.


Environmental pollution and climatic change are now posing a serious threat not only to human lives, but also to animal lives and plants, as well as to environmental balance. Hence with due seriousness the problem has to be talked on priority basis. Unfortunately, some of the political parties, particularly Trinamool Congress in West Bengal fail to respond to the urgency of the problem. When the Left Front government in West Bengal is taking serious measures in the state to control harmful air pollution by asking all types of vehicles, more than 15 years old, to immediately withdraw, the Trinamool Congress Leadership is opposing the urgently needed move of the Left Front government, under the direction of High Court, and inciting the affected vehicle operators to defy the government order only to gain cheap popularity among the handful of guilty operators and owners. This opposition move, purely on political rivalry, is detrimental to the interests of the people of the state. This must be condemned and resisted. Particularly when several Trinamool Congress MPs are Ministers at the Centre, the UPA government owes the responsibility to restrain their anti environment activities.
