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Resolutions on International Situations

Tumultuous Changes have been taken place in the international arena since our last party Congress. This period has witnessed new groupings and formations at regional and global level, growing menace of unemployment, rising exploitation of capital forces, rising level of unequal developments, economic and military encroachments, military actions and aggressions, human right violations, swelling rate of poverty and finally the devastating economic crisis. 

After the disintegration of Soviet Union and the dissolution of east European Socialist Block, the capitalist forces have promulgated a new word ‘market economy’ as a panacea to the tribulations being faced by the mankind. The capitalist forces have announced the ‘death of socialism’ and ‘death of class struggle’ with all euphoria. In order to camouflage their real intention they deliberately propagated more words and ideas such as ‘liberalism’, ‘reforms’, ‘free market’, ‘competition’ etc. The third world countries fell into this fantasy world one after another with the ploy of TINA (There Is No Alternative). Thereby they have started to devaluate their domestic currencies, reckless privatization of national assets and natural resources, denying labour rights and ignored the small, medium, indigenous and traditional industries and agriculture. All these measures have been adopted under the pretext of ‘economic growth’. But in reality this model of growth was benefited only to the upper middle class of the society. By doing so, the state’s role in society has been declined; the lower middle class and the middle class have been weakened and pushed them to the periphery of the society. 

While keeping the developing and underdeveloped countries on economic dependency, the imperialist forces, particularly the US imperialism continued their aggressive foreign policy and militarily subjugated many countries. These aggressions were aimed to plunder the natural resources of developing countries. The US imperialism, in order to keep their supremacy over the developing countries time and again denounced the importance of Non Aligned Movement (NAM) as a part of their aim to create a uni-polar world order.  The capitalist forces who exploit the volatile situation are supporting the imperialist highhandedness for their nefarious agenda.   

As an effect of these policy initiatives, a new brand of capitalists has been emerged with the support of the state. A nexus of finance markets-corporates-industrialists has been developed. Their speculations and bull-bear plays in the stock exchanges have paved way for unhealthy tendencies in state’s economy, which was detrimental to the interests of majority of the people. But by way of disinvestments of public properties, free hand for merger and acquisition, providing colossal relaxation of taxes, the state has extended all protections to the new brand capitalists and crushed all popular movement against these initiatives. Thus the overwhelming dominance of speculative capital has become the central aspect of present-day globalisation. 

Another fundamental characteristic of the new globalized world is the continually decreasing number of people engaged in productive labour. The new technological developments make possible a sharp increase in labour productivity, making it feasible to reduce the number of worker’s and consequently the wages. The whole world is going to run into the very difficult problem of what to do with all the redundant workers in the coming days. Different statistics show a constant rise throughout the world of the army of unemployed who have no chance of earning a living. 

The globalisation has largely benefited to the corporates. Available statistics reveals that of the 100 largest economies in the world, 51 are corporations; only 49 are countries, based on a comparison of corporate sales and country GDPs. The Top 200 corporations' sales are growing at a faster rate than overall global economic activity and their combined sales grew from the equivalent of 25.0 percent to 27.5 percent of World GDP. The Top 200 corporations' combined sales are bigger than the combined economies of all countries minus the biggest 10 and their combined sales are 18 times the size of the combined annual income of the 1.2 billion people (24 percent of the total world population) living in "severe" poverty. 

While the sales of the Top 200 are the equivalent of 27.5 percent of world economic activity, they employ only 0.78 percent of the world's workforce. The profits of the Top 200 firms grew 362.4 percent, while the number of people they employ grew by only 14.4 percent. 

Globalization Widens the Gap Between the Poor and Rich.

It is now evident that the liberalized economic reforms have widened the gap between the poor and the rich. The poverty line of World Bank was $1 a day. Due to global economic recession and subsequent inflation it has revised as $1.25 a day. As per new analysis, almost half the world — over three billion people — live on less than $2.50 a day. The use of the poverty line of $1 a day had long come under criticism for seeming arbitrary and using poor quality and limited data thus risking an underestimate of poverty. The $1.25 a day level is accompanied with some additional explanations and reasoning, including that it is a common level found amongst the poorest countries, and that $2.50 represents a typical poverty level amongst many more developing countries. The new figures from the World Bank therefore confirm concerns that poverty has not been reduced by as much as was claimed. 

It is a fact that more than 80 percent of the world’s population lives in rural areas where income differentials are widening. The poorest 40 percent of the world’s population accounts for 5 percent of global income. The richest 20 percent account for three-quarters of world income. The following facts will throw more lights on the widening disparities between the poor and the rich:-

· The GDP (Gross Domestic Product) of the 41 Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (567 million people) is less than the wealth of the world’s 7 richest people combined.

· The world’s wealthiest countries (approximately 1 billion people) accounted for $36.6 trillion dollars (76%).

· The world’s billionaires — just 497 people (approximately 0.000008% of the world’s population) — were worth $3.5 trillion (over 7% of world GDP).

· Low-income countries (2.4 billion people) accounted for just $1.6 trillion of GDP (3.3%)

· Middle-income countries (3 billion people) made up the rest of GDP at just over $10 trillion (20.7%). 

· The world’s low income countries (2.4 billion people) account for just 2.4% of world exports

· The total wealth of the top 8.3 million people around the world “rose 8.2 percent to $30.8 trillion, giving them control of nearly a quarter of the world’s financial assets.”

· In other words, about 0.13% of the world’s population controlled 25% of the world’s financial assets.

· For every $1 in aid a developing country receives, over $25 is spent on debt repayment. 

· “Approximately 790 million people in the developing world are still chronically undernourished, almost two-thirds of whom reside in Asia and the Pacific.” 

The process of globalization provides ample opportunities to the rich to plunder the natural resources.  A mere 12 percent of the world’s population uses 85 percent of its water, and these 12 percent do not live in the Third World. Some 1.1 billion people in developing countries have inadequate access to water, and 2.6-billion lacks basic sanitation. Almost two in three people lacking access to clean water survive on less than $2 a day, with one in three living on less than $1 a day. Access to piped water into the household averages about 85% for the wealthiest 20% of the population, compared with 25% for the poorest 20%. 1.8 billion People, who have access to a water source within 1 kilometre, but not in their house or yard, consume around 20 liters per day. In the United Kingdom the average person uses more than 150 litres of water a day. The highest average water use in the world is in the US, at 600 liters day.

Children and women are most vulnerable victims of this plundering. Some 1.8 million-children is dying each year as a result of diarrhoea. Close to half of all people in developing countries suffering at any given time from a health problem caused by water and sanitation deficits. Millions of women are spending several hours a day collecting water. To these human costs can be added the massive economic waste associated with the water and sanitation deficit. The costs associated with health spending, productivity losses and labour diversions are greatest in some of the poorest countries. Sub-Saharan Africa loses about 5% of GDP, or some $28.4 billion annually, a figure that exceeds total aid flows and debt relief to the region in 2003. 

Over 9 million people die worldwide each year because of hunger and malnutrition. 5 million are children. Approximately 1.2 billion people suffer from hunger -deficiency of calories and protein. Some 2 to 3.5 billion people have micronutrient deficiency -deficiency of vitamins and minerals. Around 27-28 percent of all children in developing countries are estimated to be underweight or stunted. The two regions that account for the bulk of the deficit are South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa.
According to UNICEF, 25,000 children die each day due to poverty. And they “die quietly in some of the poorest villages on earth, far removed from the scrutiny and the conscience of the world. Being meek and weak in life makes these dying multitudes even more invisible in death.” That is equivalent to:

· 1 child dying every 3.5 seconds
· 17-18 children dying every minute
· A 2004 Asian Tsunami occurring almost every 1.5 weeks
· An Iraq-scale death toll every 16–38 days
· Over 9 million children dying every year
The silent killers are poverty, hunger, easily preventable diseases and illnesses, and other related causes due to disparity and discrimination. Less than one per cent of what the world spent every year on weapons was needed to put every child into school and yet it didn’t happen.

The wealthiest 20% of the world accounted for 76.6% of total private consumption. The poorest fifth consumes just 1.5%. The poorest 10% accounted for just 0.5% and the wealthiest 10% accounted for 59% of all the consumption:

Food wastage is also high in the developed countries while millions of people are going to bed without food. In the United Kingdom, a shocking 30-40% of all food is never eaten. In the last decade the amount of food British people threw into the bin went up by 15%. Overall, £20 billion (approximately $38 billion US dollars) worth of food is thrown away, every year. In the US 40-50% of all food ready for harvest never gets eaten. 

The impacts of this waste are not just financial. Environmentally this leads to wasteful use of chemicals such as fertilizers and pesticides, more fuel used for transportation, more rotting food, creating more methane — one of the most harmful greenhouse gases that contributes to climate change. 

The first three stats come from a report by UK-based Centre for Food Policy, Thames Valley University and UK Public Health Association, titled Why health is the key for the future of farming and food, January 24, 2002. See page 10, Table 1 for the data.

The stats on food wastage come from The best meal you'll never have!, Costing the Earth, BBC Radio 4, April 14, 2005.

See also, for example, this site’s section on consumption effects for more issues.

Stats on annual deaths and medical costs from from the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization’s State of Food Insecurity in the World 2004 report.

Notes from SellingPower.com points out that:

· “Numerous studies suggest that every dollar invested in well-targeted interventions to reduce undernourishment and micronutrient deficiencies can yield $5 to $20 in benefits.”

· The number of children that die every day due to hunger is the “technical equivalent of 45 jumbo jets crashing every single day”

In a world of plenty, a huge number go hungry. Hunger is more than just the result of food production and meeting demands. The causes of hunger are related to the causes of poverty. One of the major causes of hunger is poverty itself. There are other related causes including the following:

· Land rights and ownership

· Diversion of land use to non-productive use

· Increasing emphasis on export-oriented agriculture

· Inefficient agricultural practices

· War

· Famine

· Drought and flood

· Over-fishing

· Poor crop yield

· Lack of comprehensive public distribution system

· Lack of democracy and rights, etc. 

Rural areas account for three in every four people living on less than US$1 a day and a similar share of the world population suffering from malnutrition. However, urbanization is not synonymous with human progress. Urban slum growth is outpacing urban growth by a wide margin. Approximately half the world’s population now lives in cities and towns. In 2005, one out of three urban dwellers (approximately 1 billion people) was living in slum conditions. In developing countries some 2.5 billion people are forced to rely on biomass—fuel wood, charcoal and animal dung—to meet their energy needs for cooking. In sub-Saharan Africa, over 80 percent of the population depends on traditional biomass for cooking, as do over half of the populations of India and China. Indoor air pollution resulting from the use of solid fuels [by poorer segments of society] is a major killer. It claims the lives of 1.5 million people each year, more than half of them below the age of five: that is 4000 deaths a day. To put this number in context, it exceeds total deaths from malaria and rivals the number of deaths from tuberculosis. 


Across the world about 1.6 billion people — a quarter of humanity — lives without electricity. In region wise;

South Asia       
706 Million

Sub-Saharan Africa
547 Million

East Asia

224 Million

Other


101 Million

All these facts show that liberalization is not a panacea to find out solutions for the problems of the common people rather it manifold the miseries.
IMF & WB - Weapons for Neo-colonialism.

The IMF-World Bank driven Structural Adjustment Policy put many developing nations in debt and poverty. Their programs have been heavily criticized for many years for resulting in poverty. In addition, for developing or third world countries, there has been an increased dependency on the richer nations. This is despite the IMF and World Bank’s claim that they will reduce poverty.

Following an ideology known as neoliberalism, and spearheaded by these and other institutions known as the “Washington Consensus”, Structural Adjustment Policies (SAPs) have been imposed to ensure debt repayment and economic restructuring. But the way it has happened has required poor countries to reduce spending on things like health, education and development, while debt repayment and other economic policies have been made the priority. In effect, the IMF and World Bank have demanded that poor nations lower the standard of living of their people.

As detailed further below, the IMF and World Bank provide financial assistance to countries seeking it, but apply a neoliberal economic ideology or agenda as a precondition to receiving the money. Such as:-

· They prescribe cutbacks, “liberalization” of the economy and resource extraction/export-oriented open markets as part of their structural adjustment.

· The role of the state is minimized.

· Privatization is encouraged as well as reduced protection of domestic industries.

· Other adjustment policies also include currency devaluation, increased interest rates, “flexibility” of the labor market, and the elimination of subsidies such as food subsidies.

· To be attractive to foreign investors various regulations and standards are reduced or removed.

The impact of these preconditions on poorer countries is devastating. Factors such as the following lead to further misery for the developing nations and keep them dependent on developed nations. It will force the Poor countries to export more in order to raise enough money to pay off their debts in a timely manner. Because there are so many nations being asked or forced into the global market place—before they are economically and socially stable and ready—and told to concentrate on similar cash crops and commodities as others, the situation resembles a large-scale price war. Then, the resources from the poorer regions become even cheaper, which favors consumers in the West. The SAP asks the governments of the poorer countries to spend less, reduce consumption, remove or decrease financial regulations etc. As a result of this dependency, the value of labor decreases and capital flows become more volatile, which generates social unrest in the developing nations. These nations are then told to peg their currencies to the dollar. But keeping the exchange rate stable is costly due to measures such as increased interest rates. When IMF donors keep the exchange rates in their favor, it often means that the poor nations remain poor, or get even poorer.

This policy aims precisely to keep the poor nations in poverty and dependency. Developed countries grow rich by selling capital-intensive (thus cheap) products for a high price and buying labor-intensive (thus expensive) products for a low price. This imbalance of trade expands the gap between rich and poor. The wealthy sell products to be consumed, not tools to produce. This maintains the monopolization of the tools of production, and assures a continued market for the product. 

One of the effects of structural adjustment is that developing countries must increase their exports. Usually commodities and raw materials are exported and forced to import finished products, which are more expensive due to the added labor to make the product from those commodities and other resources. This can also be described as unequal trade.

At first glance it may seem that the growth in development of export goods such as coffee, cotton, sugar, etc. would be beneficial to the exporting country, since it brings in revenue. In fact, it represents a type of exploitation called unequal exchange. A country that exports raw or unprocessed materials may gain currency for their sale, but they lose it if they import processed goods. The reason is that processed goods—goods that require additional labor—are more costly. According to available data more than 50 developing countries depend on three or fewer commodities for over half of their export earnings. Twenty countries are dependent on commodities for over 90 percent of their total foreign exchange earnings. 

Historically this has been an important reason for dependent economy of the poor nations. This was also the role enforced upon former countries under imperial or colonial rule. This can also be described as unequal trade.

Economic Crisis – A Bubble Burst

Following a period of economic boom, a financial bubble—global in scope—has now burst.

A collapse of the US sub-prime mortgage market and the reversal of the housing boom in other industrialized economies have had a ripple effect around the world. Furthermore, other weaknesses in the global financial system have surfaced. Some financial products and instruments have become so complex and twisted, that as things start to unravel, trust in the whole system started to fail. It started from financial institutions such as Insurance Companies and Banks. Those who have been advocated for privatization of banks and insurance are now started to eulogize the importance of nationalization of financial institutions. 

The crisis started due bad economic management and the ravenousness of the capitalists –promoters. Banks borrowed even more money to lend out so they could create more securitization. Some banks didn’t need to rely on savers as much then, as long as they could borrow from other banks and sell those loans on as securities; bad loans would be the problem of whoever bought the securities. Some investment banks like Lehman Brothers got into mortgages, buying them in order to securitize them and then sell them on. Some banks loaned even more to have an excuse to securitize those loans. Running out of whom to loan to, banks turned to the poor; the subprime, the riskier loans. 

Rising house prices led lenders to think it wasn’t too risky; bad loans meant repossessing high-valued property. Subprime and “self-certified” loans (sometimes dubbed “liar’s loans”) became popular, especially in the US. Some banks evens started to buy securities from others without considering its financial positions. Collateralized Debt Obligations, or CDOs, (even more complex forms of securitization) spread the risk but were very complicated and often hid the bad loans. The problem was so large; banks even with large capital reserves ran out, so they had to turn to governments for bail out. New capital was injected into banks to, in effect, allow them to lose more money without going bust. That still wasn’t enough and confidence was not restored.

The extent of the problems has been so severe that some of the world’s largest financial institutions have collapsed. Others have been bought out by their competition at low prices and in other cases, the governments of the wealthiest nations in the world have resorted to extensive bail-out and rescue packages for the remaining large banks and financial institutions.

The total amounts that governments have spent on bailouts have skyrocketed. From a world credit loss of $2.8 trillion in October 2009, US taxpayers alone will spend some $9.7 trillion in bailout packages and plans. $14.5 trillion, or 33%, of the value of the world’s companies has been wiped out by this crisis. The UK and other European countries have also spent some $2 trillion on rescues and bailout packages. More is expected.

Some of the bailouts have also been accompanied with charges of hypocrisy due to the appearance of “socializing the costs while privatizing the profits.” The bailouts appear to help the financial institutions that got into trouble (many of whom pushed for the kind of lax policies that allowed this to happen in the first place). While the public money is spending to bail out the capitalists, millions of people are loosing their employment everyday. The International Labour Organisation (ILO) estimates the unemployment will rise more due to this crisis and the number of unemployed to be increased from 190 million in 2007 to 210 million in 2009. 

It is imperative to be noted that during the debilitating Asian financial crisis in the late 1990s, Asian nations affected by short-selling complained, without success that currency speculators—operating through hedge funds or through the currency operations of commercial banks and other financial institutions—were attacking their currencies through short selling and in doing so, bringing the rates of the local currencies far below their real economic levels. However, when they complained to the Western governments and International Monetary Fund (IMF), they dismissed the claims of the Asian governments, blaming it on their own economic mismanagement instead.

The regional groupings such as ASEAN, BRIC, SCO, G-8, G-77, SAARC are also putting their heads together to find out immediate solutions to overcome the crisis. But the outcome of all these conclaves shows that the transnational and multinational capitalists are influencing the world leaders. They are not ready to recognize the fundamental flaws of capitalism and the urgent need for radical transformation towards a new economic order built on economic justice and equitable developments. It is utmost necessary to increase the public investments to create purchasing power of the common people. Job protection should get highest priority. Government’s assistance to manufacturing, construction and small and medium scale sector can only ensure the livelihood of the working people.  The government should encourage labour intensive industrial structures instead of capital-intensive industries.  After all ‘the best way to solve the problem is to accept that it exists’.

Socialism is the Alternative

The 13th Party Congress of our Party declared, “… the capitalist crisis is growing in sweep and acuteness.  But it did not lead to the collapse of the system under the weight of the intensifying crisis not because that, capitalism has attained the full capacity of riding the system of inherent contradictions, but because of expanding technology revolution in almost all fields.  This has again been possible at the expense of the third world countries on the one hand and furthers intensification of the domestic exploitation and immiseration of the capitalist countries.  It is true that capitalism has so long survived because of centralization of finance capital, regional trade blocks, upgradation of technology and modernisation.  Capitalism, no doubt, has acquired greater capacity to survive, but could not yet produce contradiction free capitalism because it digs its own burial.  The capitalism cannot be made contradiction-free, and the class struggle phenomenon will exist.  The socialism is the alternative to capitalism”.  

While reiterating the earlier position, the party is evaluating the current social and economic developments all over the world and identifying the increasing danger of imperialist highhandedness and the existence of uni-polar world order. The struggle against imperialism is the struggle against capitalism, discrimination, war, poverty, unemployment, illiteracy, exploitation and the struggle for justice, democracy, human rights, equitable developments and equal distribution of wealth. 

Country-wise Resolutions

Sri Lanka.

The crisis is not over in Sri Lanka though the President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s military victory over the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) has given the President unprecedented political power to shape Sri Lanka’s post conflict future. But there are serious questions over the credibility of the so-called reconciliation process.

Sri Lanka continues to detain more than 300,000 Tamil speaking people in deplorable conditions. Despite the evidence, the government continues to insist that there is no humanitarian crisis. But the reports from Sri Lanka reveal that thousands of Tamils are being subject to human rights violations and detached from main land Sri Lanka.

President Mahinda Rajapaksa constituted the All Party Committee of Development and Reconciliation under his chairmanship to undertake the devolution and reconciliation process. 

The President is now seeking an amendment of the 13th Amendment to strip the provincial councils of Northern and Eastern parts of Sri Lanka of police powers and issues relating to land. It is reported that the President is planning to implant
Sinhalese in Northern and Eastern provinces on a pretext of promoting
communal harmony and ethnic co-existence. This move may boomerang if the Sri Lankan government failed to protect the democratic rights of the Tamil people and to alter the development model. 

Equitable, sustainable and growth oriented development of the North-East area of Sri Lanka through genuine democratic process is the only solution for the current crisis in Sri Lanka. 
Nepal

Nepal has had 18 governments since 1990. Madhav Kumar Nepal, the leader of Communist Party of Nepal (UML), became Nepal’s new prime minister. He succeeds Pushpa Kamal Dahal, the country’s former Maoist leader—the main protagonist in a decade-long guerrilla war—who resigned on May 4th, leaving the government in limbo. Mr Nepal has the support of 21 of the 24 political parties in Nepal’s assembly; but this is scarcely democratic progress. The Maoists, who won 38% of the assembly’s seats in the country’s first post-conflict election last year, do not support him. 

The major political issue before the new government is how to handle the Maoists. Prachanda, who resigned after he was foiled in an effort to sack an old enemy, Nepal’s army chief, General Rookmangud Katawal, has said they remain committed to democracy. The Maoists still demand that the president, Ram Baran Yadav, should reverse his decision to veto General Katawal’s sacking. In the name of civilian supremacy, the Maoists are now blockading the assembly. They have even threatened to set up parallel governments in some districts. A series of attacks—by other groups as well as the Maoists—has raised concerns about worsening political violence. Despite the Maoists’ repeated assertions of commitment to peace, there is a lingering fear that they may return to the jungle.

But the important two main tasks of the government—ensure peace and tranqulity and drafting a new constitution will success only if there is a political stability.

Bangladesh

The situation in Bangladesh is gradually improving after the installation of democratically elected government. But it does not mean that all the issues being confronted by the people of Bangladesh are going to be solved soon. The religious fundamental forces are very active and they are having such a position that at any time they can destabilize the democratic system of the country. While combating the religious fundamental forces, the new government has to address seriously the sorry plight of the people of Bangladesh. Increasing dependency on multi-national companies, surging debts of IMF and World Bank, dictates of WTO, growing unemployment and the issues of terrorism are other concerns for the new government. Friendly relations with neighbouring countries will provide more time, energy and resources for resolving the people’s issues amicably. We hope that the new government will ponder on it. 

Bhutan

The people of Bhutan are now enjoying limited democracy. The King has conducted an election and constituted a national Parliament. There were lots of anomalies in the first election. But even then the initiative to establish democratic practice is a welcome step. The national leaders of Bhutan should find immediate and sustainable solution for the issue of Bhutanese people living in abroad particularly in India and Nepal as they are deprived of all democratic and human rights. The new government has to take special initiative to solve all outstanding issues with neighbouring countries including border and water disputes.

Palestine

The Palestine problem became an international issue towards the end of the First World War with the disintegration of the Turkish Ottoman Empire.  Palestine was among the several former Ottoman Arab territories which were placed under the administration of Great Britain under the Mandates System adopted by the League of Nations pursuant to the League's Covenant. 

One of the two States envisaged in the partition plan proclaimed its independence as Israel and in the 1948 war expanded to occupy 77 per cent of the territory of Palestine. Israel also occupied the larger part of Jerusalem. Over half of the indigenous Palestinian population fled or were expelled. Jordan and Egypt occupied the other parts of the territory assigned by the partition resolution to the Palestinian Arab State which did not come into being. In 1974, the UN General Assembly reaffirmed the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people to self-determination, national independence and sovereignty, and to return.

U.S. involvement in the Middle East has also been seen as a critical issue. The U.S. and West’s interests in the wider region have generally been due to oil. Israel and Palestinian territories do not have oil themselves, but are surrounded by states that do. Strong military and financial support of Israel lends well to having a powerful ally in the region.
While the UN Security Council has attempted to pass numerous resolutions critical of Israel the United States has vetoed almost all of them. Nevertheless, there have been some resolutions demanding that Israel return land that was captured in the 1967 war.

The Palestinian people are living without any nation, without enjoying any democratic and human rights and suffering from poverty. At the same time, Israel continued to increase and expand their settlements into occupied territories, giving up less and less land compared to what was promised.

Turmoil within Palestine increased as Hamas, Fatah, Islamic Jihad and others turned on each other, amid disputes on how to reform the security forces. The US and Israel are instigates and widening the differences among the Palestine forces in order to continue their illegal occupation of Palestine. 

The US should hand off from the Palestine and stop all sorts of assistance to Israel immediately. 

Pakistan

Pakistan finally takes a major step forward. A new national assembly has been sworn in. The opposition parties won last parliamentary elections in a landslide over allies of President Pervez Musharraf.
An entire year of dramatic events led up to the moment that Pakistan experienced today. Those events include six weeks of emergency rule, dismissal of top judges, street protests by lawyers, relentless bombing campaign by Islamist militants and above all, the assassination of former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto. 

But even after the return of democracy, the plight of the Pakistani people remains same as it was. The internal conflicts between the ethnic groups and the increasing terrorist activities are compelling the government to act according to the dictates of the US. Conflicts are still going on in many areas of Swat, Buner, Dir, Bajaur and Mohmand. But the government remains as mere spectator. 

The democratic government of Pakistan should take bold steps to curb terrorism and to put an end to the ethnic violences. The government should ensure equitable development for all.  

Cuba

It is a matter of great satisfaction that the socialist Cuba is fighting against all odds of US imperialism including half a century old economic blockade. The United States Embargo against Cuba  is a commercial, economic, and financial embargo partially imposed on Cuba in October of 1960 and strengthened to a near-total embargo in February of 1962.

The  U.S. embargo was reinforced in October 1992 by the Cuban Democracy Act (the "Torricelli Law") and in 1996 by the Cuban Liberty and Democracy Solidarity Act (known as the Helms-Burton Act) which penalizes foreign companies that do business in Cuba by preventing them from doing business in the US. It has become the most enduring trade embargo in modern history.

While continuing the resistance againt the US disturbances the Cuba is holding high the banner of socialism and inspiring many Latin American Countries to build up people's barricade against imperialist machinations. While recognising the role being played by Cuba in defence of socialism, the progressive movement should expose the cruelty of US imperialism  before the international community more planned way.

Burma

The people's movement for restoration of democracy in Burma is getting more and more people's support from all over the world. But the Military government of Burma is not responding to the voice of the international community. 

The Military Junta is not releasing the leader of democratic movement of Burma, Aung San Suu Kyi from illegal confinement. Suu Kyi has spent almost a decade and a half under house arrest, following her victory in the1990 elections. Her last stint in detention was supposed to have ended on May 27, 2009. But just as that date drew close, the junta slapped fresh charges against her. Suu Kyi was found 'guilty' of violating the terms of her house arrest by harboring an American, John Yettaw, who swam across a lake to sneak uninvited into her compound. The military junta has extended her detention for another three years, which subsequently reduced to eighteen months. It is well planned move to prevent her from taking part in elections scheduled to be held next year.  But the junta is not realizing the fact that not allowing Suu Kyi to take part in the elections will severely undermine the credibility of the elections. 

The countries having working relationship with the government in Burma should pressurize the Military government to release Suu Kyi immediately and to restore genuine democracy in Burma. 

DPRK

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is facing severe threats from the United States of America. The USA is meddling to the domestic and security affairs of DPRK and denigrating the image of the country. Due to the economic and trade embargo clamped upon DPRK, the people are facing serious hardships to lead peaceful life. But it is a matter of great satisfaction that the people, imbued with patriotism are ready to sacrifice anything for the cause of sovereignty and national prestige. The US should stop all sorts intimidation towards DPRK and allow the people to follow their own government, which is implementing socialism on the basis of Juche Idea.

China 

The People’s Republic of China has made significant developments in all spheres of Chinese society. The proper implementation of ‘Chinese Socialism with Chinese Characteristics’ and Com. Deng’s Theory of developments are now providing valuable returns to the society. China is an alternative model for implementing socialism according to the nation’s requirements and circumstances. We are confident that the Chinese Communist Party and the Government will be able to control and avoid all ill effects of MNC centered economic growth. 

It is a fact that there are several forces actively working to create trouble between India and China. The most populous countries of the world, India and China are considered as sustainably developing countries. If these two forces work together, the humanity can ensure peace and tranquility. Both India and China can build strong barricade against all sorts of capitalist and imperialist exploitations and interferences. The coming together of India and China will provide moral strength to the developing and under developed countries. Therefore, the Capitalists and the Imperialist forces are trying their level best to make disturbances between India and China. The recent internet mischievous regarding disintegration of India is the latest example of the interference of these ill-wicked forces. The outstanding issues between both the countries including the border should be solved through meaningful dialogues. But this dialogue should conduct at political level. The current secretary level discussion must be replaced with political authority level for its speedy solution. Both the countries should not allow force to make disturbances in the fraternal relation between India and China. 
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